
Degradation of Mata Atlântica in São Paulo state  
(adapted from SOS Mata Atlântica) 

 

 
Caucaia region  

The Mata Atlântica Forest 
in São Paulo state

BIOCAPSP : ENVIRONMENTAL PERCEPTION, RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, 
 AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGE IN THE CAUCAIA REGION, BRAZIL 

 
 

 
Institute of Social Anthropology  
University of Cologne, Germany  

 
Prof. Dr. Michael Casimir (m.casimir@uni-koeln.de) 
Jana Jahnke (jana. jahnke@uni-koeln.de) 
Jutta Schmidt Machado (schmidt.machado@uni-koeln.de) 
 

 
The social actors 
involved in conservation and resource management are motivated  

by varying factors, which can be of  
o ideological, 
o political, or 
o economic character. 

 
The Caucaia region 

? ? in comparison with the average rate of São Paulo state, still 
disposes over 30 % of native Mata Atlântica forest; and 

? ? suffers an accelerating fragmentation process due to 
o demographic growth and expansion of urban areas, 
o agriculture, 
o weekend tourism, 
o construction of roads and 
o property speculation. 
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Destroyed nature or cultivated wilderness? 
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Local agriculture supplies the megalopolis São Paulo with food 

The Problem 
Attempts to protect aspects of biodiversity by law often don’t 
succeed, because during the establishment of conservation 
measures neither the necessities, traditional practises nor specific 
interests of the inhabitants of the affected regions are being 
considered. 
 

The Problem 
Forest is often bartered for economic growth, assigning to it a low 
economic value. Public policies fail in developing efficient incentive 
or sanction systems, which would provide a sustainable economic 
development. In consequence, the majority of the 
commercialisation of forest and forest resources is not properly 
planned for or regulated. Free rider and illegal users remain mostly 
unpunished. 

The Premise 
The premise underlying this study is that the polyphony of 
perceptions, knowledge and interests of the diverse actors 
involved in the use of resources and environmental protection 
often leads to misunderstandings in the interlocution between 
them, which in turn hinder the effectiveness of conservation 
incentives.  
 

 
The Hypotheses 
The specific assignment of the economic value of natural 
resources by the stakeholders crucially influences its use and 
management. Therefore it is assumed that conservation must be 
feasible in the local actors view to turn practise into reality. 
 

Theoretical Basis and Methods 
This problem is intended to be analysed on the basis of Bourdieu’s 
concept of habitus , which distinguishes and analyses the system 
of disposals in which the social actors interact, as well as 
contradictions between the discourse of perceptions and actual 
practices. For such ends, and in order to find possible solutions, 
methods of cognitive anthropology and network analysis are used. 

Theoretical Basis and Methods 
The study links theories of economic valorisation and resource use 
with anthropological streams of natural resource management. 
The research methodology consists of instruments for economic 
valorisation (i.e. cost benefit analysis) and anthropologic methods 
(observation, discourse analysis). Socio-economic change, life 
quality and survival strategies of the different interest groups are 
taken into account. 
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